
Rev. Bill Anderson, Chairman of the Birmingham District of the 
Methodist Church, Rev. Richard Tetlow: Birmingham Council 
of Faiths, Mark Brann SecGen UPF-EU, Magaret Ali Director 
UPF-UK, Robin Marsh SecGen UPF-UK, Dr. and Mrs. Song, 
Chair. of UPF-EU. Habibah Anwar Bhatti, Community Cohesion 
Officer Hastings

Committee Room No. 15 was full over its capacity 
of 80 people, which left   some of us standing. 
Participants came from Chicester, Birmingham, 
Hastings as well as all across Greater London. 
Speakers did a great job under the excellent 
Chairmanship of Shahid Malik MP .
“No amount of legislation will defeat terrorism – we 
need to win hearts and minds – people sitting 
down and dealing with each other respectfully. We 
need to go beyond tolerance, towards something 
deeper and more enduring - mutual acceptance.

Efforts for Greater Community Cohesion
The Universal Peace Federation

“Integration, Inclusion and Identity”
5th of June 2007, Committee Room No. 15, Houses of Parliament, London

Everyone was inspired by the very pertinent words regarding 
Community Cohesion of the keynote speaker, Nick Clegg MP .
“There are many things the government should do to support greater 
community cohesion. However there is also much that the State 
cannot or maybe should not do. We need to move from a top down 
process to the cohesion that results from bottom up activism. 
It is essential that politicians give the police the mandate to reach 
out to the communities that feel marginalized.”

There are many who argue that to overcome terrorism we need to 
exclude not engage.  They talk about appeasement in the language 
of the 1930s. However politicians need to urge engagement with 
those to whom we may be deeply opposed. When politicians seek 
for ever more powers and legislate to control terrorism they must 
also count the real cost of the impact on those communities that feel 
marginalized. 
The State cannot just write the code of citizenship and expect all 
people to sing up. Our sense of citizenship should be drawn up as 
an ecumenical process through which all faiths and communities 
are drawn together in common understanding.“

If people feel that their culture is denied it 
creates a psychological vacuum and more 
sinister people can fill that vacuum. Spacial 
segregation is not the end of the world, but 
social segregation, people never speaking to 
one another, leaves the space for extremists 
to talk prejudice and hatred.
Rights and responsibilities has been a ten 
year theme of this government, but what 
about people who feel they have no rights. 
We should ensure that all feel their rights are 
respected and then we can ask them to share 
in the responsibilities.” 

Rev Dr. Marcus Braybrooke 
Religion is about identity as well as belief. We need to confirm 
people’s right to practice as they wish in terms of dress and 
food. Christians need to stand alongside Muslims to defend 
against media misrepresentation. We should not compare 
the good in one community with the bad in another. We need 
to tackle the inherited bitterness associated with history 
– the Crusades and the Holocaust. We need to be educated 
about each others faiths. The changes in relations between 
Christians and Jews in Britain give hope to this process of 
interfaith dialogue.  Personal friendships are a very important 
part of this process. We need to confirm the common values 
we share as faiths. The Golden Rule is present in all the great 
traditions.

(left to right) Mr. Nick Clegg MP, Shadow Home Secretary (LD), His Worship Cllr. Faizullah Khan; Speaker of the 
London Borough of Hackney, who gave a brief account of community cohesion in Hackney. Dr. Song, Chair of UPF EU. 
Rev. Dr. Marcus Braybrooke, President of World Congress of Faith & Founder Member of Three Faiths Forum.



  

 

 

 

Habibah Anwar Bhatti, Community Cohesion 
Officer Hastings. Hastings is a dispersal area for 
asylum seekers and refugees. There are estimated 
to be some half a million failed asylum seekers in 
the U.K. – but they have no access to any support 
systems! We need to encourage the positive work 
that comes from the grass roots which is more 
sustainable than that started by agencies.  Local 
authorities want to be seen to be doing the job but 
often fail to meet real needs because they do not 
consult the communities themselves. Empowerment 
and a greater voice for members of ethnic minorities 
will bring a much needed sense of belonging and 
participation. 

Mrs. Anwar Bhatti; speaking (left), Hilde Rapp (right) UPF 
Amb. for Peace (back) Timothy Miller Vice President UPF-EU, 
Cllr Armstrong, Hastings on Right

Muddassar Ahmed (standing) of Islam Channel talks about his plans for the Youth in the summer.
Simon Cooper  (sitting)Chair. of UPF- Youth and Faithlink-EU talked passionately about the role of the Youth in bringing 
about Community Cohesion and elaborated about the projects of Faithlink: ‘Europe meets Middle East’ where young people 
will visit Israel and Palestine in the Summer.

Rita Zaccarelli (first from left) UCL Interfaith 
society stresses the importance of Youth of diverse 
backgrounds of working together and learning 
from each other.

Paul Formosa (standing) Community 
Development Officer, gives a contribution about 
important developments in Community relations 
in Haringey.

MS. Sayyeda Salam (third 
from left) of One Voice – Israel 
/ Palestine spoke passionately 
about bringing young people 
from both sides together.

Police Constable C. 
Ikeazor Diversity and 
Citizen Focus Directorate-
MET (Pan London) talked 
about positive changes 
made by the Police in 
improving Community 
Cohesion.

Contact Details
Phone: 44 (0) 7956 210 768 Robin Marsh

 44 (0) 7723 024 750 Margaret Ali
Email: Peacefederationuk@gmail.com

Further information and Reports
www.peacefederation.org and www.mepi-eu.org

Dr Yong Cheol Song, Chair. of UPF-EU
Today’s topic is such an important one for us all - for our communities, 
Britain and the entire world. Here in Britain the Federation’s Council has 
adopted it as their key area of concern for the foreseeable future and 
will be carrying out many practical projects based upon it. We approach 
key representatives of all sides in a particular conflict with a set of core 
universal principles acceptable to people of all faiths and of and which 
we present at special seminars. These principles help this process of 
transcendence - principles of true love, of forgiveness and reconciliation 
based on the principle of living for the sake of others and of creating one world family 
under God. Based on those same principles we set up projects and activities designed 
to create “bridges of peace”. Through participating in these bridge building projects key 
leaders from either side of the divide can establish harmonious relationships with their 
counterparts, over time, bring increasing numbers of their respective communities to 
cross that bridge.

What is the UPF
Founded by Dr. Sun Myung Moon, 
it was given a broad mission related 
to global governance, human 
development and peace building. As 
the UPF established chapters around 
the world, its mission has expanded 
to character education, marriage, and 
family, HIV/AIDS prevention, conflict 
resolution, interreligious dialogue, 
and leadership training. The UPF 
has applied its innovative vision and 
methods to the search for solutions to 
our world’s problems.

 


